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THE AUTHENTIC CHÂTEAU DE VERSAILLES® PLANTER

TECHNICAL NOTICE, CARE AND MAINTENANCE

Often copied, never equaled, the authentic Jardins 
du Roi Soleil planter is produced in France under 
an exclusive license from the Établissement Pub-
lic du Château, du Musée et du Domaine Nation-
al de Versailles. Built in cast iron of French origin 
with panels made of solid oak carefully selected 
in France and naturally dried it is distinguished by 
the quality of its assembly and its finishes. Its aes-
thetic sublimates the most beautiful sites in more 
than 40 countries around the world. Durable and 
timeless, it makes your gardens and monuments 
unique place. Their entirely French manufacture 
gives them a guarantee of origin, authenticity, and 

quality.
Jardins du Roi Soleil also offers benches in naturally dried solid oak, handcrafted in France, from the for-
ests of the Center and Burgundy regions, as well as bronze vases from the park of Versailles, made and 
patinated in purest tradition of French craftsmanship. Finally, Jardins du Roi Soleil creates custom-made 
park and garden ornament at the request of customers and their landscape architects.
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WHO ARE WE?

The history of the Jardins du Roi Soleil (Sun King’s 
Gardens) may have started with the “Château de Ver-
sailles®” tree box, but nowadays extends over the 
whole sphere of garden furniture and garden ornament: 
Classic designs of tree boxes, but also benches and 
urns...

Jardins du Roi Soleil manufactures, orange tree-boxes, 
patented garden boxes adapted from models created by 
landscape gardener André Le Nôtre for the «Château de 
Versailles» in the 17th century, under an exclusive brand 
licence, the «Château de Versailles®», giving all these 
products a guarantee of origin, authenticity and quality. 
We now offer a new range of items adapted from the 
Versailles garden furniture like solid oak benches - Ma-
rie-Antoinette®, Penthièvre® et Trianon® - and stone 
or bronze garden vases.

But beyond this historical heritage that has survived the centuries, JARDINS DU ROI SOLEIL works with 
various partners to imagine French-style garden furniture for the 21st century. Thus, a collaboration is 
underway with ENSCI, the National School of Industrial Creation, whose students work on projects com-
bining contemporary creation and French heritage.

The famous “Château de Versailles® » orange planter was adapted from André Le Nôtre 1670 wooden 
crates.
The 1500 orange planters that are used today by the Château de Versailles Orangery’s gardeners are 
horticultural tools of great ingenuity. Close collaboration with the gardeners allowed to bring this model 
the technical improvements that all the owners of unique, often imitated but never equaled product.

Under the same exclusive license, we also developed oak wood benches inspired by the historical Châ-
teau de Versailles ones and stone or bronze urns that decorate the lawn and paths of the park. These 
benches designed by Pierre-André Lablaude, according to the original prints from the 17th and 18th cen-
tury, to decorate the park of Versailles and the Trianon gardens.

Jardins du Roi Soleil also publishes two models of bronze vases designed by Claude Ballin in 1665 and a 
model of vase in Savonnières stone. They are found around the terrace and on the north parterre.

This high-end product range is the only one in the world with the “Château de Versailles” trademark. The 
authenticity is guaranteed and acknowledged by the greatest gardeners and landscapers of our times. It 
offers a unique signature to the most beautiful sites, parks and gardens.

THE ANDRÉ LE NÔTRE ORANGE PLANTER
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« CHÂTEAU DE VERSAILLES » PLANTERS

The structure is composed of a cast iron frame and 4 solid oak panels. The set weighs from 75 kg (165 
lbs) to 1250 kg (2750 lbs) depending on the model (Eight different sizes from 500 x 500 mm to 1500 x 
1500 mm).

MANUFACTURING:

MASSIVE OAK
Of French origin

MELTING
Cast in an Alsatian foundry to obtain an 
unalterable structure that can last up to 
150 years.

ANTI-RUST TREATMENT OF CAST IRON
By cataphoresis for optimal protection

PAINT
Three coats of polyurethane paint

Box dimension
Free height
under box

Height of the 
balls

Total height Weight
Wooden 

slats

500 x 500 mm
120 mm
4,72 in

120 mm
4,72 in

740 mm
29 ,13 in

75 kg
Galvanized 
duckboard

600 x 600 mm
120 mm 
 4,72 in

120 mm
4,72

840 mm
33,07 in

120 kg 4

700 x 700 mm
140 mm 
 5,51 in

130 mm
5,11 in

970 mm
38,18 in

170 kg 5

800 x 800 mm
150 mm 
 5,90 in

130 mm
5,11 in

1080 mm
42,51in

240 kg 6

900 x 900 mm
180 mm 
 7,08 in

130 mm
5,11 in

1210 mm
47,63 in

285 kg 7

1000 x 1000 mm
200 mm 
7,87 in

180 mm
7,08 in

1380 mm
54,33 in

365 kg 8

1200 x 1200 mm
240 mm 
9,44 in

180 mm
7,08 in

1620 mm
63,77 in

720 kg 10

1500 x 1500 mm
350 mm 
13,77 in

280 mm
11,02 in

2110 m
83,07 in

1250 kg 13
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Cast iron fitting 

pin for securing the fitting to 
the post (possibly fitted with an 
anti-theft bolt) 

pin housing 

assembly of cast iron parts by 
bolting 
 

open bottom lined with either wooden 
rafters or a metal slatted floor 
depending on the size (the number of 
rafters varies according to the size of 
the boxes) 

cast iron cross member 

 thick cast medal 

cast iron foot (possibly fitted by a 
screw jack or a plastic shoe) 

cast iron poles 

internal reinforcement fitting to 
ensure the cohesion of the panels 

oak panels (number of slats 
varies according to the size of 
the boxes) 

ornamental ball in cast iron, 
integral with the post 

U metal wood 
protection 

cast iron foot (raised in some cases 

by an adjustable foot or a plastic pad)

medal in cast iron or 

extra thick aluminium

U metal wood U metal wood 
protectionprotection
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Schematic diagram of the interior

Interior top view

Interior view from below

oak panels (number of slats variable 

according to the box size)
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Rust protection of the cast iron is ensured 
through a cataphoresis treatment wich re-
mains to this day a reference in this field.
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The panels are made of red oak. This species of wood pres-
ent in the central region comes exclusively from sustainably 
managed forests and has the technical characteristics im-
posed historically.
This wood has not undergone any chemical treatment. Be-
tween sawing and shaping (or planing) it has gone through 
different phases, in particular a drying in the open air for 
several years, completed at the end of the process by a 
passage in slow dryer for about a month. This process en-
sures an optimal wood hygrometry rate for outdoor use con-
ditions.

The low sleepers receive two medals bearing the year of 
manufacture and two others bearing the stamp of the Pal-
ace of Versailles. Two of them are customizable on demand.

When all the wooden elements are planed, 
they are assembled using a flat iron treat-
ed against rust and zinc-plated screws.
The top of the panels is covered with an alu-
minium profile painted in the color of the plant-
er box wich protects them from the weather
Wood is a living material, wich can work and 
reveal imperfections naturally present in wood 
(cracks, knots, shrinkage). It can also reject tan-
nin, especially if it is subject to inappropriate 
watering. It is particularly necessary to avoid 
placing the crates within reach of automatic 
watering system. In the event of a retractation 
due to exposure to extreme conditions, the 
wood should resume its place when it returns 
to normal conditions, in particular due to in-
ternal humidity
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The flexible polyurethane paint is sprayed in three thin coats crossed over a polyurethane primer. 
The thin layers allow the grain of the wood to show slightly to avoid an artificial appearance and remain 
flexible to adapt to the work of the wood.
The paint can in no way prevent the natural work of the wood.
The boxes are offered in a range of twelve basic colors, including the historic color Versailles green, suit-
able for most environments to facilitate the choices of our customers.
However, this range is not restrictive: Jardins du Roi Soleil responds to any request for customization, 
whether it is to use an RAL reference, to match an original color, or to create natural oil treatment.
Darker tones may fade faster over time than lighter ones. We recommend regular maintenance of the 
paint.

Caisses à Oranger Château de Versailles®

NUANCIERS

PAPYRUSBLANC NOIR SOIE

AMANDE VERSAILLES PROVENCE PIGEON

OLIVE IVOIRE VAUBAN CITROUILLE

WHITEWHITE BLACKBLACK SILKSILK

ALMONDALMOND

IVORYIVORY PUMPKINSPUMPKINS
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Wheels
The orange tree box is fitted with 2 fixed wheels-
with brakes and 2 swivel wheels mounted on a steel 
frame under the planter.

OPTIONS

Irrigation
We install a rigid sheath hidden in the post to 

allow the passage of pipe irrigation.

Electrification
We install a rigid sheath hidden in the post that 
comes out above and below to allow the connec-
tion of lighting.

Unique paint
We respond to any request for customization, use 
of your RAL reference or color match.

Light slope and protection wedge
We offer shims painted in the color of the planter 
to make up for differences in ground level in com-

plete discretion.

Jardins du Roi soleil offers different technical and customization options.
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Internal tray
Our galvanized steel internal trays are fitted with  

crolifting hooks at the 4 corners, a bottom reserve 
and a level tube.

Options 

Adjustable feet
Allows for an upgrade of the crate.

Personalized medal
We can personalize a medal with your logo, coat 
of arms, acronym or arms.

Gilded fineals
Gold paint with or without a patina finish.

Internal tray tap
Located on the internal tray, under the planter, 

it allows you to control the evacuation of excess 
water to protect delicate floors (marble).
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Empty space

 In the absence of a bottom and internal tank, the recovery of 
plants is favoured by better drainage and good aeration of the 
earthy mixture. The four side panels are removable, giving direct 
access to the root ball and thus allowing the necessary care of the 
roots. This makes it easier to unpot / repot the plants.
The box of 500 has a galvanized steel grating at the bot-
tom, all the other sizes are fitted with wooden rafters

Appropriate mixture of soil

Drainage bed with volcanic 
rock Planting felt

Clay balls if necessary 
on the surface

Wooden slats
40 x 75 mm for boxes of 
600 x 600 mm to 1500 
x 1500 mm.

Duckboard for planters 
of 500 
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When placing the plants:
• In the bottom of the crate, above the rafters / gratings and the drainage bed, two planting felts 
crossed one above the other (supplied) will be placed.
• The drainage bed itself having been previously placed over a third felt (also supplied) to allow 
good filtration of the water.
• Finally, everything will be covered with a mixture of soil which must be light and filtering to sur-
round the roots. The mixture can be composed of 60% compost, 20% blond peat, 10% river sand and 
10% crushed pozzolana.
The unequal resistance of the cast iron and oak materials, their weight and the interlocking of each part  
allows its use in public places.
The quality of manufacture, the materials used and the various protection operations ensure an optimal 
lifespan : more than 150 years for the structure and nearly 10 years for the wooden panels properly main-
tained (depending on the acidity according to the plants planted).
It is recommended to brush and repaint the wooden panels ideally every five years (depending on ex-
posure

The boxes are delivered fully assembled in individual packaging and are supplied with a three-part 
geotextile felt.

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE
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RENOVATION KIT

It is recommended for an optimal conservation of the latter to carry out brushing and repainting every 
5 years.

For old planters whose wood would have suffered from a lack of maintenance and require replacement, 
Jardins du Roi Soleil offers Renovation Kits including wooden panels painted in your colors or in ready-
to-paint primer, the U in aluminium to protect the panels, the pins with polyamide protection joints, a 
set of wooden slats for the bottom of the planter, and a set of geotextile felts.

However, the panels are made of oak, which, like any living material, requires careful maintenance and 
precautions for use, and can in extreme conditions suffer damage if care is not taken. The panels can, in 
the event of exposure to extreme heat, be subject to a contraction of a few millimeters between each 
of the slats, which will gradually disappear when they return to normal conditions, and hygrometry, in 
particular by indoor humidity. On the other hand, oak wood structurally contains tannin, regardless of 
the extreme care taken in drying and assembly, susceptible in some cases to resurgence in the event of 
exposure to excessive spraying of water. In particular, it is necessary to avoid placing the crates within 
reach of an automatic watering device. If, in such cases, drips occur and cause stains on the low cast iron 
structures, it will be necessary to clean them quickly with a non-aggressive solution (such as a dosage of 
15 ml of sodium bicarbonate for one liter of water), and to avoid further exposure to excessive watering.


